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“ANT”icipate a fun filled B2S Picnic!
Please join us to celebrate the beginning
of a wonderful school year. Bring a picnic,
a blanket, and come celebrate with friends
- old and new.
This is a casual evening to get to know
school staff and the parents of other children in your child's class.

Contents:

Sidewalk chalk, tattoos, bubbles, and
face painting will be available.
Kona Ice will here! Come listen to our
Girl Scouts sing.
Reagan Garden Club will have a wildflower seed ball activity for kids to participate in.
Music provided by DJ and Vista Ridge
Band!
Box Tops 3
Family Science Night
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Jog-a-thon will be an “all School” Event
There are some exciting changes coming to the annual
after the run, but the other prizes will
Jog-a-thon. For the first time, PTA will be holding the event take about 2 weeks to be delivered.
during school. The P.E. teacher, Mrs. Studstill, is kindly
hosting Jog-a-thon during your student's P.E. class on eiThe class that raises the most
ther October 23 or 24.
money will have a popcorn party and
the class that has the highest averYou will be notified of the exact time and date of you
age laps run per student will also
child’s jog-a-thon so that you can come cheer on your
have a popcorn party.
child’s class! Parents and teachers are encouraged to run/
walk with the kids (for approximately 30 minutes). Water
Watch for yellow pledge sheets in
and orange slices will be given after the run.
your child’s Wednesday folders. You
can turn pledge
Another exciting change is the inclumoney in on the day of the jog-a-thon, or
sion of incentives. ALL participants will
you can pledge online any time: http://
receive a silicone “Reagan Rays” wristreagan.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=7
band. After that, incentives are given according to the total amount of pledge
The jog-a-thon is the PTA’s big fall
money the student turns in. These prizes
fundraiser, and it needs to be a success
are cumulative, so if your child turns in, for
in order to fund all sorts of programs and
example, $75, they will receive the long
enhancements we have planned for our
sleeve t-shirt, the water bottle, the pedomstudents this year. Thank you for your
eter, and the wristband.
support!
*Wristbands will be given out right

Reagan PTA
is on
Facebook
Did you know
that Reagan has an active Facebook page? You can find it
at:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/142275789255941/
We also have an open Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/
ReaganRays
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Math Pentathlon Team Wins State Award
Last spring, the Reagan math pentathlon team was awarded a
state honorable mention ribbon. This means that, as a team, we
placed higher state-wide than around 75 teams across Texas.
This past weekend, Reagan hosted a training event for coaches
from local schools. The creators of the games were on hand to train as well as to present our award to Mr. Crawford. The ribbon will be housed in the trophy case at the
front of the school.
Congratulations to all the Pentathletes from last year, and we look forward to another great season. MATH ON, RAYS!
Chris Mauer, cedarparkmom@gmail.com

Reagan PTA receives 4-10%
back from your purchases on
amazon.com when you click on
our link to get to their website.
Find our Amazon link at

reagan.my-pta.org

Box Tops
We will be
having a box
tops contest
starting in a few weeks with
great prizes! Be on the lookout
for a flyer with more information
in the coming weeks.
When turning in Box
Tops, please put them in ziploc baggies with your child's
name and teacher’s name so
that they will be counted in the
contest.
For a list of participating
products you can go to
www.boxtops4education.com
If you have any questions,
please contact Melissa Moritz:
reaganptarewards@gmail.com.

Family Science Night
Would you like to be on the
planning committee for
Reagan’s first Family Science
Night? We’re envisioning a
night of free science hands on
learning for Reagan families in
early December. Contact Janine Gillot if you’d like to be
involved: reaganptacommunications@gmail.com

Reflections Art Contest this Month
The Reflections Program is an annual, nationally sponsored PTA program that gives students the opportunity to
showcase their creativity. Designed to enhance rather than
replace a quality arts education, the Reflections program
provides opportunities for students to express themselves
and to receive positive recognition for their artistic efforts.
The theme this year is “The World would be a Better
Place if”. Students are asked to use this theme to come up
with an original work of art. It can be expressed through music, photography, dance,
film, visual art, or literature. Entries are due by Oct. 31st.You can find more information
and entry forms on the PTA website: http://reagan.my-pta.org/content.asp?PageID=19
All entrants will be recognized at an evening assembly at school on Dec. 4th from 67:30pm. Winning entrants from Reagan will move on to district competition.

Contact Amber Holley with questions: amber.holley@yahoo.com

PTA Newsletter—Page 4
October 2014

Ronald Reagan Elementary
www.reagan.my-pta.org/

Reagan Garden Awarded Wildflower Seed Grant
Last month, the garden received a grant for $100 from the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower Center. This grant is to be redeemed for native wildflower seeds (3
pounds worth!).
With these seeds, we plan to have kids make wildflower seed balls, which are a
way of encasing seeds in a protective ball of
clay and mulch to help with germination.
The garden club will section off a corner of
the garden to plant the seeds and create a
“pocket meadow”.

What’s Going on in the Garden?
The garden club hosted its first after
school workshop on September 24th.
Volunteers taught kids how to make pots
from newspaper. After, they chose vegetable seeds to plant in their pots and
took them home. These biodegradable
pots can be planted directly in the
ground. If you want to try this at home,
visit this website: hgtv.com/gardening/
how-to-create-newspaper-pots/index.html

Beet Brownies
These delicious brownies were served at the garden workshop.

2 large cooked beets or 1 14-oz. can beets,
rinsed and drained
½ cup butter or margarine (1 stick), melted
1 cup sugar
1 tsp. vanilla extract
2 large eggs
½ cup all-purpose flour
¼ cup plus 2 Tbs. cocoa powder
Fall is a great time for plant- 1 Tbs. instant espresso powder (optional)
½ cup mini chocolate chips
ing, and teachers were out
recently to learn how to ac1. Preheat oven to 350°F. Coat 9-inch square
cess water and unlock the
shed. Up until this week, water baking dish with cooking spray.
has been shut off to the garden. But it has been repaired, 2. Purée beets in food processor until smooth,
scraping down sides as necessary. You should
and interested teachers can
have 1 cup. Set aside.
now start planting.
If you love to garden, ask
your child’s teacher if they
need help coming up with a
plan for what to plant. Some
fun ideas are planting theme
gardens: salad, herb, pizza
garden (in the spring), or a
salsa garden (in the spring).

3. Whisk together butter and sugar in bowl until
smooth. Add vanilla, then whisk in eggs, one at a
time. Stir in beets.

For a list of what to plant
in Central Texas during the
year, visit this link: http://
reagan.my-pta.org/
Content/1_35/
DocumentStore/20/
Vegetable_planting_guide.pdf

5. Bake 30
minutes, or
until toothpick inserted
into center
comes out
almost
clean.

4. Whisk together flour, cocoa powder, and espresso powder in separate bowl. Fold flour mixture into beet mixture until just combined. Stir in
chocolate chips. Pour into prepared pan.
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Technology Education in the Library Reagan’s Backpack Program
Librarian, Mrs. Brymer, has seen some profound
changes in her role at Reagan. Rather than strictly reading
books to classes and helping students check out book, she
now is giving students an education in technology.
Last spring, the school
and the PTA put thousands of dollars towards
purchasing 14 iPad minis
and 12 Chrome Books.
These remain in the library to be used in the
extended rotation that the
library receives this year.
Mrs. Brymer now has 50
minutes to teach students, whereas she used
to have much less time, sometimes as little as 15 minutes to
teach.
What are students doing with technology? First, they are
educated on how to treat these devices carefully. Once that is
taken care of, the fun can begin. Younger kids have been using the iPads to look for clues around school in digital scavenger hunts. Second graders are learning to use an app called
“Show Me” that turns devices into whiteboards.
Older students are using programs like Powtoon (http://
www.powtoon.com) to create animated presentations. They
are also using a program called Smore (www.smore.com) to
create flyers with embedded links. In the future, Mrs. Brymer
has plans to engage students by teaching them to perform
long term research projects with the
help of technology.
But as much as Mrs. Brymer is
embracing technology, she still
treasures “real” books made with
paper best of all.
If you’d like to keep up with what
is being taught in the library, take a
look at their Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/
ReaganLibraryfun Or follow the twitter page @reaganraysread.

The Backpack Program provides kid friendly meals
for students in need at Reagan Elementary. Each Friday, children in the program are provided enough food
for 6 meals and 4 snacks for the weekend. For some
kids, this is the only food they have.
This program is run by a small group of volunteers.
All food is collected through donations from individuals
and groups in the community. Without donations, many
of the children in our school district will go hungry on the
weekends.
Most Needed Food Items:
Large and small cans of Spaghettios/Ravioli or similar products (pop-top preferred)
Beanee-weenees / Pork and Beans
Hormel Compleats Kids microwave meals, sandwich
makers, or similar kid friendly microwavable meals
Canned tuna/chicken (pop-top cans, packages)
Kid friendly flavored soup/stew (pop-top preferred)
Small cans of vegetables (pop-top preferred)
Cereal (individually boxed servings)
Individual packaged snack items (goldfish, raisins,
crackers, pretzels, trail mix, rice cakes, nuts, etc.)
Easy Mac (individual serving mac & cheese)
Microwave popcorn
Peanut butter (plastic jars or individual servings)
Jelly (no glass)
Boxed juice (preferably not soft pouches) *Family
oriented foods are also accepted: bags of pinto
beans, spaghetti & spaghetti sauce (plastic jars or
cans), bags of rice, instant mashed potatoes, macaroni & cheese, cans of chili *All food items should be
non-perishable, kid friendly, and non-refrigerated.
If you’d like to get involved, or have any questions,
Contact Poppy Jones at poppyjones@mac.com

Calendar Dates
Oct. 8
PTA Board Meeting 6pm
Oct. 9
Back to School Picnic 6:30pm
Oct. 15 Early release at noon
Oct 23 &24 Jog-a-thon during P.E.
Oct. 25 LEEF Mudstacle
Oct. 27 No School
Oct. 31 Last day to turn in Reflections Art entries

Drop donations off to
the bin in the office

Love to Write?
We’d like to add more fun articles to this newsletter. Teacher profiles, school news, etc.
Contact reaganptacommunications@gmail.com

