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School-wide Hour of Code this week
Why computer science?

This December 7-13, the Hour of
Code campaign is happening worldwide. Reagan is excited to participate!
What is the Hour of Code?
The Hour of Code is a one-hour introduction to computer science, designed to demystify code and show that anybody can
learn the basics. Code.org is hosting this
event for a third year to engage students,
teachers, and parents in fun ways to experiment with programming and game crea-
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Every student should have the opportunity
to learn computer science. It helps nurture
problem-solving skills, logic and creativity.
By starting early, students will have a foundation for success in any 21st-century career path.
Fun Coding at Home
Minecraft anyone? This year, participants
older than age six can use blocks of code
to take characters Steve or Alex on an adventure through a Minecraft world.
Tutorials for younger and older students let
users maneuver old and new Star Wars
characters like R2-D2, C3PO, Princess
Leia, Rey, and BB-8 through various game
actions and events.
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You’ll even find coding activities involving
the characters from Frozen. Take a look at
them on the code.org website.
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tion. From structured lessons, to more creative, exploratory activities, a variety of experiences make coding accessible to all
kinds of learners. Activities can be done on
computers, phones, and tablets, in pairs or
together as a whole group. If access to devices is an issue, various unplugged activities such as "My Robotic Friends" don’t
require them.
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Recipe from Hospitality:
Pralines
Ingredients:
1. 2 cups sugar
2. 1 cup light brown sugar
3. 1/4 tsp. salt
4. 1/2 cup condensed milk
5. 1/4 cup butter
6. 1/2 cup whole milk
7. 3 cups pecan halves
Directions:
Combine all ingredients except pecans in a large saucepan. Bring mixture to a boil
slowly over medium heat, stirring frequently. Boil until soft ball forms
when a little bit of
the mixture is dropped into water. Add pecans. Remove from heat, and
stir for 3-5
minutes or until creamy. Drop by spoonfuls onto wax paper. Let cool for
30 minutes.
Makes 12 large or 24 small pralines. These are delicious by themselves, or you can
crumble 1 praline on top of 2 scoops vanilla ice cream for a wonderful
dessert!

Order your Holiday Grams
Please order Holiday Grams by December 9 so that we have enough
time to get them ready. We will deliver them to your child in class on
Dec.17. It will include a cardstock tag with "To" and "From" filled in for
you, and one Spirit Stick, all for $2.
The actual stick received will be a surprise, unless you don't celebrate
Christmas and would like to request "Frosty the Snowman".
Orders must be placed online so that we can keep track of how many
are sold. If you don’t receive an email order confirmation, your order
didn’t go through. Thank you for supporting your PTA!
Order on the PTA website.

The Giving Tree
Reagan’s Giving Tree is covered in
gift tags that have a wished-for gift
listed on them. Stop by the library, and
choose a gift tag, purchase the gift
listed on the tag, and bring the gift back
by Dec. 11.
This program is run by the Hill Country Christmas Bureau, a local non-profit
that helps Austin area families that are
struggling.
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Garden News
Wildflower Stomp
Thanks to a wildflower seed grant
from the Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Garden, we have had lots of native seeds to spread around the garden.
Classes signed up to come out to
the garden to help. Each child was
given a cup with seeds in it, then
they sprinkled them onto the ground
and “stomped” then into the soil.
This spring we should have a
beautiful show of flowers, once
again.

3rd Grade Cabbage Program:
Serphillips in the lead!
The third grade class cabbages are growing strong. They survived some frosts that
happened and are being measured to see
their progress.
As of last week, Mrs. Serphillips’ class had
the largest cabbage plant at 18” tall. Mrs.
Houser’s class was at a close second with
17”.
What would make the cabbages grow faster? Fertilizer? More water? Fewer caterpillars?
Questions? Contact
reagangarden@gmail.com

Save the Date: Saturday, January 23, 4-7pm
Family Science Night
Mark your calendars! This year the annual Family Science Night will be on a Saturday night! And
we’re hoping to have a food truck available for those of you who will want to stay a while.
We’ll have some of the same attractions as last year, and many new ones.
Plan to come and enjoy hands on activities, as well as to observe some really neat stuff.
Do you have a connection to a business in the science/math/tech field who may want to come to
our science night? We can give them a table to set up their cool stuff (no selling, of course).
Contact reaganptacommunications@gmail.com
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Reagan PTA on
Facebook
Did you know that
Reagan has an active
Facebook page? You can
find it at:
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/142275789255941/

PTA Membership Update
So far this year, our PTA has signed-up 326 members! And included
in that number are 100% of Reagan staff! This is the first time that 100%
of Reagan’s staff has joined PTA, and we’re so appreciative.
If you’d like to join PTA, you can do it online for $7.
Thanks to our hardworking Membership officer, Melissa Moritz for shattering records this year. Questions? Email: reaganptamembership@gmail.com

Also, check out the community Facebook page for Reagan parents (not an
official school or PTA group)

Book Fair
The Fall Book fair brought in about $5,000 profit for our library.
Thank you to everyone that made the Book Fair a success! We
will be having our Spring Book Fair in May.

Amazon Gives to Reagan
Reagan PTA receives 4-10% back from
your purchases on amazon.com when
you click on our link to get to their website. Find our Amazon link at

reagan.my-pta.org
Pre-Order Your Yearbook
Secure your copy of the Reagan Elementary 2015-2016 Yearbook today!
They are complete with our special
events pictures, teacher and staff pictures, student portraits and more! Now
through March, yearbooks will be $20
each. What a deal! Click here to order
your yearbook TODAY!

Labels for Education:
Labels for Education can be submitted at
any time throughout the year. We receive points for Labels submitted and
use them to get recess equipment during
the school year. So keep sending in
those labels!

Thank You to

Partylite Hostess, Christine Alt
Princess Magic characters, Ana and Elsa
Cakes, Cookies and Creations by Rocio Salgado

Tyson Labels:
Tyson labels may also be sent in at any
time throughout the year. We receive .25 cents for each label submitted.
All information on participating products
and information on Box Tops, Labels for
Education & Tyson Labels are available
on our website at www.reagan.mypta.org or you can contact Melissa
Moritz at reaganptarewards@gmail.com

Calendar Dates
Dec 7-11
Dec 7
Dec 7
Dec 7-11
Dec 16
Jan 23

Used Book Fair in the Community Room
True Colors Parent Workshop 6pm
Movie Night 6pm
Hour Of Code week at Reagan
Staff Meeting snack donations needed
Save the Date— Family Science NIght

