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Home of the RaysHome of the Rays  

 Have your kids men-
tioned anything unusual 
about their weekly library 
time lately? Maybe some-
thing about, oh, say, de-
signing and building electric 
circuits?  They’re not mak-
ing it up; they’re mak-
erspacing!   
 What is a mak-
erspace? Makerspace.com 
defines it as: “a place 
where young people have 
an opportunity to explore 
their own interests, learn to 
use tools and materials, and develop crea-
tive projects. The key is that it can adapt to 
a wide variety of uses and can be shaped 
by educational purposes as well as the stu-
dents’ creative goals.” 
 Why has the library been chosen to 
pilot a makerspace at Reagan? Libraries of 
the future will not only be repositories of 
books; they’ll be hubs of technology. At 
Reagan, librarian Beth Brymer has been 
adding a tech component to library time for 
a while, and now she’s adding the missing 
piece: creativity. 
 At this time, the library has snap cir-
cuits for students to use to learn how to 
make small circuits, but plans are afoot for 
much more. There is an unused nook of 
the library that will be transformed into a 
makerspace. The PTA board has approved 
funding for a Lego wall, more snap circuits 
and creative manipulatives, and a 3D print-

er.  The next step is for the 
PTA membership to ap-
prove those funds at a Feb-
ruary meeting.  
 Mr. Crawford has 
been instrumental in guid-
ing Reagan towards a fo-
cus on STEAM (science, 
tech, engineering, art, and 
math), and the school dis-
trict has taken notice. Bret 
Champion recently visited 
Reagan to film a webcast 
on technology in the dis-
trict, and particularly at 

Reagan. Take a look: https://
mediaspace.leanderisd.org/media/
Webcast+12_16_14/0_ljk1z43p.  
 So what are the benefits to your 
child in participating in a makerspace? Lau-
ren Britton, a well-known advocate for in-
stalling Makerspaces in public libraries, 
describes these benefits: 

 Foster play and exploration 

 Provide informal learning opportunities 

 Nurture peer-to-peer training 

 Develop a culture of creating as op-
posed to consuming. 

 

 Mr. Crawford believes in the value of 
makerspaces because they “foster creativi-
ty and give kids another way to show evi-
dence of learning.”  The library is just a 
start. If the results are as good as ex-
pected, makerspaces could next expand to 
grade level neighborhoods. 
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Class Raffle Basket Themes 
 Last year’s basket raffle, held 
during the carnival was great fun. 
There were baskets that appealed to 
young and old.  
 This year, we are asking parents 
to donate a new item for their classes 
basket by March 2nd.  If you have 
something that would be perfect for 
another classes basket, that would be 
great! 
 
Contact  Janine at reaganptacommuni-
cations@gmail.com with questions. 
 
Allen: Pirates and Knights 
Fogg: Pool Party 
Hoefar: Mom's Relaxation 
Howard: Superheroes 
Patrick: I Love My Dog 
Sandobal: University of Texas 
Volpicella: Family Reading 
Belzel: Lottery 
Cunningham: Science and Discovery 
McPherson: Outdoor Games & Sports 
Neeley: I Love Cats 
Papa: Minecraft 
Tew: Spa 
Houser: Disney 
Hoyt: Crafts for Kids 
Judge: Tool Time 
Moran: Lego Friends 
Pennavaria: Camping 
Steczkowski: Girls' Hair Supplies  
Wotkyns: Coffee 
Brown: Breakfast 
Milledge: Lego 
Pickens: Baby 
Scholz: Fine Art Supplies 
Serphillips: Frozen 
Sivells: Gift Card Tree 
Venner: Italian Feast 
Beasley: Manly Man 
Eddy: Family Movie Night 
Heim: Gardening 
LaCombe: Parent's Date Night 
Lau: Kitchen Gadgets  
Murphy: Baker's Delight 
Weltzin: Rainy Day Fun 
Habermacher: Family Picnic 
Hoover: Mexican Fiesta 
Hurtado: BBQ 
Lambert: Chocolate Lover 
Mackie: Family Game Night 
Martinez: Gift Card Tree 

Carnival Coming March 28th 

 Right now there is a small group 
working on carnival plans.  It would be 
terrible for these generous ladies to 
burn out, trying to provide an amazing-
ly fun event for students. Many hands 
make light work, so, join in! 
 
 If you are interested in joining 
either the Carnival or Silent Auction 
Teams, please contact Carolyn at 
reaganptavolunteercoord@gmail.com. 
There are a number of areas where we 
need help, including: 

Chair/Co-Chair 

Games/Prizes 

Decorations 

Concessions 

Marketing 

Sponsorships 

Basket Donations 

Silent Auction 

Volunteer 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ReaganPTACarnival/
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Mrs. Moran had a baby! 
Second grade teacher, Jennifer Moran, had a 
very “exciting” Christmas this year. Her son was 
born, four weeks early on December 25th!  
Please meet: 

Jackson Wade Moran 

Born December 25th at 1:51 pm 
6 lbs 15 oz 
19 inches  

School Rankings 

Released 

 There are lots of ways to size up a school, the 
most important measure being how well it works for 
your individual child ……..but it still can be fun to 
look at statistics. Recently,  a group called Niche re-
leased rankings for the Austin metro area. They 
ranked elementaries based on test scores, parent 
and student  opinion, and many other measures. 
 Within Leander ISD, Niche ranked Reagan as 
the 4th best elementary (out of 24), behind River 
Ridge, Rutledge, and Steiner Ranch.  Compared to 
the top 100 elementaries in the Austin metro area, 
Niche ranked Reagan 37th. 
 You can see the details here:  
https://k12.niche.com/rankings/public-elementary-
schools/best-overall/m/austin-metro-area/ 

https://k12.niche.com/rankings/public-elementary-schools/best-overall/m/austin-metro-area/
https://k12.niche.com/rankings/public-elementary-schools/best-overall/m/austin-metro-area/


 

Reagan PTA on 
 Facebook  

   Did you know that  
Reagan has an ac-
tive Facebook 

page? You can find it at:  
 https://www.facebook.com/
groups/142275789255941/ 
We also have an open Face-
book page:  https://
www.facebook.com/
ReaganRays 
 

Reagan Library  
has a Facebook page, too! 
Take a look at Mrs. Brymer’s 
fun posts:  
https://www.facebook.com/
ReaganLibraryfun 

   The next Reagan Spirit Night 
is at Moonie’s Burger House on 
January 28th at  

200 S. Bell Blvd. 
Cedar Park, TX 78613 

(512) 249-5214    
Come enjoy some great burg-
ers and fries while supporting 
your PTA. 

 

Truffle Shuffle Family Run 
Register for the 5K or 1K 
Valentine’s Day race put on 
by non-profit, the AG Pro-
ject.  This group donated 
$400 to the Reagan garden 
last year, so let’s show them 
our support!  http://
www.theagproject.org/truffle
-shuffle/ 
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 “To be a good dolphin trainer”—     
Jillian, kindergarten 

 “To be able to read every word in the 
whole world”— Malcolm, 1st grade 

 “To eat fewer vegetables”— Norah, 
1st grade 

 "To go on more walks with my family 
and play more video games"  —
Grant, 1st grade  

  "To become a paleontologist so that I 
can set up dinosaur skeleton displays 
in our front yard." —Daniel, 1st grade 

 “To learn to read better”— Vaughn, 
1st grade 

 “To get better at listening”—Asa, 2nd 
grade 

 "To draw more, but I'm going to need 
a lot more paper" — Lena, 2nd Grade  

 “To get strong”— Neil, 2nd grade 

 “To be happy”— Harrison, 2nd grade 

 “To get better at learning. Or better at 
hearing, at least”— Monty, 2nd grade 

 “To get good in math, even though I 
already am” — Preston, 3rd grade 

 “To work on math” — Alex, 4th grade 

 “I don’t make resolutions”— Jake, 4th 
grade 

 “To be a better drawer”—Brian, 4th 
grade 

 “ To be more optimistic, happy, and 
let Jesus's light shine through me” —
Adrianna, 5th grade 

 " To give back / more of whatever I 
can, money or time or both, to an or-
ganization like NEGU" — Haley, 5th 
grade 

Student New Year’s Resolutions for 2015 

     December’s used book fair was the biggest ever. More books were donated, and 
more books were bought. Kids were drawn in to the community room by the Frozen-
themed winter wonderland. Once there, they found that they could buy paperbacks for 
only 25 cents. At such low prices, many students ended up doing their Christmas 
shopping at the Used Book Fair.  

PTA Used Book Fair 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/142275789255941/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/142275789255941/
https://www.facebook.com/ReaganRays
https://www.facebook.com/ReaganRays
https://www.facebook.com/ReaganRays
https://www.facebook.com/ReaganLibraryfun
https://www.facebook.com/ReaganLibraryfun


    January is a great time to start 
planning your spring garden. It 
can be surprisingly fun to look 
through seed catalogs and order 
interesting vegetable varieties 
that you can’t find at a nursery.  
You can even get a free full-
color seed catalog from compa-
nies such as: 
www.southernexposure.com/  
(specializing in Southern varie-
ties). 
     The chart to the right is a 
guide on what you can plant in 
January and February in central 

Texas. For instance, beet seeds 
can be planted outdoors from 
mid-January on, but fava beans 
should only be planted in Janu-
ary. Broccoli transplants 
(another word for baby plants), 
can be planted in your garden 
starting in mid-January. For the 
full planting chart, go here: http://
aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/
travis/wp-content/
uploads/2013/09/Vegetable-
planting-calendar-2012-1.pdf 
    Have fun, and don’t be afraid 
to try! 

      In December, the Reagan Garden received a $200 grant from the 
Native Plant Society of Texas.  The grant was used to buy around 30 
native shrubs and a Monterey Oak tree.  Kathleen Gallagher and Vick-
ie Husband came from NPSOT to help plant the new plants, which are 
located along the outer edge of the garden. 
     These new plants will serve many pur-
poses. They will provide an additional barri-
er to deer jumping into the garden and din-
ing on veggies, they’ll help bring pollinators 
into the garden, and they will add a lot of 
beauty to the campus once they fill in. 
 
Want to get involved?  
Contact janinegillot@yahoo.com             
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What’s Going on in the Garden? 

Your Garden in January 



This year’s Soup for the Souls teacher luncheon was a lovely event. Parents brought in all sorts of homemade goodies 
for teachers and staff to enjoy. Of the dozen or so soups brought in, teachers voted this recipe to be the best. Now if we 
only knew which parent brought it in. Please contact reaganptahospitality@gmail.com if you submitted this recipe. 
 

Ingredients 
4 T butter 
1 large yellow onion, small diced 
1 C celery, small diced 
2 garlic cloves, minced 
1/4 cup flour 
1 quart half and half 
3 cups chicken broth 
1 1/2 cup carrots, finely shredded 
1 cup fresh spinach, roughly chopped 
1/4 teaspoon thyme 
1/2 teaspoon parsley 
1 cup chicken, cooked and diced 
Freshly grated Parmesan cheese – for garnish 
1 pound package gnocchi 
salt & pepper to taste 
 

Instructions 
1. In a large soup pot over medium heat, melt the butter. Add the onion and celery and cook, stirring occasionally, 

until the onion is translucent and lightly browned around the edges, about 5-7 minutes. Add the garlic and cook until 
fragrant, about 30-60 seconds. 

2. Sprinkle in the flour and whisk to combine. Cook for 1-2 minutes. Whisk in the flour until there are no more lumps 
and simmer until thickened. 

3. Slowly whisk in the half and half and simmer until thickened, about 4-6 minutes. Whisk in the chicken broth and 
simmer until thickened again, about 2-4 minutes. 

4. Add the Carrots, spinach leaves, thyme, parsley, chicken, and gnocchi. Continue to cook until all the ingredients 
are just heated through. 

5. Season with salt and pepper, serve. 
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1st Place Soup Recipe: Chicken & Gnocci Soup 

  

December Soup for the Souls Luncheon 
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Calendar  Dates  

Jan  5     School Resumes 
Jan  7     Garden Planning Meeting 8am 
Jan 13    Volunteer to Sort Clothes at Clothes Closet 
Jan 13    Reagan Spelling Bee  6pm 
Jan 14    PTA Board Meeting  6pm 
Jan 19    No School 
Jan 20    Volunteer kick-off  5-6:30pm  

Jan 20    Reflections Art Contest Award Ceremony 6:30pm 
Jan 23    Carnival Planning Meeting at school 10am 
Jan 28    Spirit Night at Moonie’s Burger House 
Feb 2-3   No School 
Feb 12    PTA Membership Meeting 6pm 
Feb 12     Valentine Family Social 6:30pm 
March 28  Carnival & Basket Raffle/Auction  2-6pm 
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Annual Clothes Closet Volunteer Day 

  Reagan's first scheduled workday at the district Clothes 
Closet will be Tuesday, Janu-
ary 13th from 9:45am to 
12:00pm. The facility is locat-
ed at 300 S. West Drive in 
Leander, TX.  
      We are looking for 3 to 4 
volunteers to help sort through 
clothes, hang clothes, and 
possibly "cashier" to visitors 
with vouchers. 
       Sign up on the PTA 
webpage volunteer page: http://reagan.my-pta.org/
content.asp?PageID=2  
 If you have any questions, contact Heather Mar-
tinez at reaganptaclothescloset@gmail.com. 

Family Science Night Fun 
      Reagan’s first Family 
Science  Night was a suc-
cess! And when I say 
“success”, I mean that 
none of the many explo-
sions harmed students. 
    Hundreds of attendees 
came to learn and experi-
ence science-related top-
ics. 
     *Special thanks to the 
Nutty Scientists, UT Phys-
ics, VR Robotics,  Mr. Jim 
Sibigtroth, L&O Electric, 
and Bits, Bytes, & Bots 
who presented for free, 
even though they have no 
kids of their own at 
Reagan! 


